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October 26, 1995

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EASTERN ALUMNI TO BE HONORED
CHARLESTON -- A retired Charleston public school teacher and Eastern
Illinois University English professor is among the recipients of this year's alumni
awards from Eastern Illinois University.
Emma Chenault Kelly of Charleston, along with alumni award recipients
Gregory Allen Curl of Paris; Gwendolyn Dungy of Columbia, Md.; Craig Peyton
Gaumer of Sioux Falls, S.D.; and Jeffrey G. Scott of Reston, Va., will ride or be
represented in Eastern's homecoming parade and at the football game and other
activities this weekend.
Kelly, Dungy, Gaumer and Scott are receiving the EIU Alumni Association's
Distinguished Alumnus Award, presented to alumni who have distinguished
themselves in either academic, literary, business, professional, and/or public service
to the university and brought prestige to their alma mater.
Curl is the recipient of the Outstanding Young Alumnus Award, given to an
alumnus who has graduated within the last five years and who has excelled in his
or her new career and/or public service.
-more-
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The five award recipients will be guests at a dinner in their honor on
Saturday evening.

Kelly was a public school teacher for 14 years before joining the English
faculty at Eastern. She retired from the university in 1967 and is a member of the
EIU Annuitants Association.
She graduated from the Eastern Illinois State Teachers High School in 1923
and continued her education at Eastern, earning a two-year teaching certificate.
She also holds a bachelor's degree from the University of Kentucky, a master's
from Columbia University and a doctorate in education from New York University.
Her career has taken her in different directions, from that of educator, to
advertising copywriter and to typist for her father, attorney and Charleston draft
board member James Y. Kelly, which eventually led to her joining the Women's
Army Corps (WAC).
Kelly is the author of several publications on English grammar. She also
wrote The Emmaline Letters, co-edited with her sister, Alice Elizabeth Tolle. It
contains a collection of letters written by her father during the 20 years she was
away from home. Emmaline Goes to War are letters Kelly wrote to her family while
she was in the WAC. Another collection, The Uncle David Stories, recount
childhood memories Kelly's mother told for the pleasure and enjoyment of her
grandchildren.
Dungy, executive director of the National Association of Student Personnel
-more-
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Administrators, received a bachelor's in education degree and a master's in
guidance and counseling degree from Eastern. She also has a doctorate from
Washington University in St. Louis and a second master's degree in English
literature from Drew University in New Jersey.
She has served as association director of curriculum and faculty development
at the Association of American Colleges and Universities and as an academic dean
and dean of student development in community colleges.
In addition to her professional career, Dungy's publications range from
essays and short stories to book reviews. She has co-produced a documentary
and has served on numerous boards including the Morris County Heritage
Commission, the Morris Museum Board, the Girl Scout Board, and is currently a
member of the AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund Board.
Dungy is a licensed psychologist and is certified in two specialty areas in
professional counseling. She was selected by the Kellogg Foundation to represent
the United States at the Salzburg Seminar in Salzburg, Austria.
She and her husband, Charles, also an Eastern graduate, have a son Danton.
Gaumer, assistant U.S. attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice, earned a
bachelor's degree in journalism and a master's degree in sociology in 1984 and
1986, respectively, from Eastern. He completed his law degree at Washington
University School of Law.
He heads the justice department's bankruptcy fraud task force for the District
-more-
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of South Dakota and was commended by U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno for his
involvement in prosecuting one of South Dakota's first major bankruptcy fraud
cases. He also contributes his legal services to the U.S. Army, serving as a first
lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserve Judge Advocate General's Corps.
He is the author of several law review articles and received the 1993 Lincoln
Legal Writing Award from the Illinois Bar Association. His volunteer work includes
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Kansas City, Meals on Wheels and co-adviser for an
Explorer South group in Sioux Falls.
A native of Collinsville, he and his wife, Lynn, reside in Sioux Falls.
Scott, regional vice president of CIGNA Financial Advisors in Vienna, Va.,
received a bachelor's degree in business from Eastern in 1968.
He is in the Registry of Financial Planning Practitioners and Who's Who in
Finance and Industry. He is a five-time recipient of CIGNA's Outstanding Agency
Award, 1 0-time recipient of the much coveted industry General Agents and
Manager's Association (GAMA) Master Agency Award and a lifetime recipient of
their National Management Award.
Scott has had articles published in national financial publications and has
represented the financial services industry on television. He also is very active in
his community.
He is a member of Eastern's Lumpkin College of Business Advisory Board,
the EIU Foundation Board and Tau Kappa Epsilon Educational Association, Inc.
-more-
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A native of Salem, Scott and his wife, Lila, a 1969 Eastern graduate, have
two daughters, Courtney and Whitney.
Curl, president and chief executive officer of Citizens National Bank in Paris,
received his undergraduate degree from Western Illinois University in 1 980 and a
masters in business administration degree from Eastern in 1992. He also has
attended the prestigious Stonier Graduate School of Banking at the University of
Delaware and was one of only eight in his class of 135 to graduate with
distinction.
He serves on the Paris Community Hospital Board of Trustees, Area Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors, Bicentennial Art Center Board of Directors, Rotary
Club and the greater Edgar County Community Foundation.
He resides in Paris with his wife, Debbie.
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